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PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, INT525P, SUSTAINABLE DESIGN, FALL 2008 
 
Instructor: CAROL CRAWFORD, NYSCID  
website: www.ccenvironments.com  Carol Crawford Environments, Inc. 
Tel: 718-793-0214 fax: 718-793-3593 email: carol@ccenvironments.com    Pratt: ccraw267@pratt.edu 
LMS: sign in with student i.d. for “INT525P LECTURE” & scroll to bottom of list 
TEXT: Bonda and Sosnowchik, Sustainable Commercial Interiors, Wiley, 2007. 
THURSDAYS 2:00-4:50 pm, room 112 B, Pratt Studios second floor 
 
Course includes 13 class sessions divided into field trips, lectures, special events; see schedule below 
FINAL is a research topic of student’s choice with instructor approval, presented by Powerpoint slide lecture 
Weekly reading assignments from required text and selected publications; see bibliography below 
Additional readings or viewings as they occur [news items, special events and media] 
WEEK:   DATE: TOPIC: 
 

1 SEP 4  INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS GREEN DESIGN? 
 Introduction and global overview: Powerpoint: definition in a global context and historical perspective; 
  the human impact on the environment; overview of ethical,economic, political, legal, health issues; 
  terminology; role of interior designers  
 Discussion of projects for term* list of suggested topics provided 

• project for final, and  
• an individual short research paper as a scheduled class presentation 
• USGBC CONFERENCE: GREENBUILD 2008 in Boston: Nov. 18-22;  

   special project for credit 
 FILM : The Next Industrial Revolution: firms and corporations on the cutting edge  of solutions to 
 global warming and environmental degradation;discussion 
 

BUCKMINSTER FULLER: Exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art until Sept. 21 Tour option 
A predictor of our global future?  An early problem solver?  Can designers meet today’s challenges?  

2 SEP 11 Biomimicry and Biophilia: Janine Benyus; innovations and innovators inspired 
 by nature to solve earth’s problems: discussion of new advances in technologies and design 
  
3 SEP 18 LEED/USGBC GUEST SPEAKER BIANCA RAMSEY 
 How do you make a designer green?  How do you make a building green? Case Studies with Powerpoint 
 Overview of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design /  Becoming a LEED AP 
 
4 SEP 25 FIELD TRIP,  QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN  VISITOR CENTER 
 Experience and discuss a L.E.E.D. site with experts & designers 
 
USGBC METRO CHAPTER LEED CRASH COURSE, SATURDAY SEPT. 27: New School, 4 hours, $10 for 
members of Emerging Green Builders, $25 for non-members; review of 1 Bryant Park, analysis of how it 
qualified for its LEED Certification.  An excellent experience in how LEED is used!  See www.usgbc.org  
 
5 OCT 2  SUSTAINABLE SITE ISSUES: LEED-NC & -CI SS credits 
 site selection & planning,  waste management and water conservation; Brownfields to greenfields; 
 Case Studies & Discussion: Ford Motor Company’s River Rouge Plant/ Wm McDonough; the New Orleans 
 Principles: recovery & restoration of a devastated community; watershed preservation: The Philip Merrill 
 Environmental Center & the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: GREENHOMENYC GREEN SITES TOURS HAPPEN IN OCTOBER; they usually take place 
citywide on a weekend; if you are interested , contact instructor immediately to arrange a group tour.  
Check out their website, www.greenhomenyc.org as an important local resource for yourself; fee is small 
and usually between $15-35 for a bus tour and guided walk, sometimes with refreshments; others are free 
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6 OCT 9  TOXINS  in the Environment: guest Prof.Damon Chaky  
   FILM: Blue Vinyl  [90 minutes] about PVC and the environment 
 Certifications, safeguards, commissioning a L.E.E.D. site; Indoor I.A.Q. and the role of interior designers in 
 selecting environmentally safe materials;  
    
7 OCT 16 FIELD TRIP: Solaire and Battery Park City’s new high rise dwellings 
 How urban living can be green: a guided tour and discussion of greenroofs, HVAC, solar energy, and what 
 it is like to live in a planned sustainable community  
    
8 OCT 23 MIDTERM REPORTS DUE: in-class presentations and discussion 
 Guests invited to participate 
 
9 OCT 30 Interior Surfaces and Structures: L.E.E.D. MR credits: finishing, furnishing and 
 fabricating for health, sustainability, and aesthetics; methodologies of interior designers; available sources 
 and resources for material selection; Material Safety Data Sheets, Life Cycle Assessment; certification of 
 products and brand assurances; FSC [Forest Stewardship Council] & Certified woods;CRI [Carpet 
 Research Institute] & carpet safety; recycled &re-manufactured goods, issues of greenwash [false claims to 
 sustainability], etc. 
  
10 NOV 6 FIELD TRIP: green interior design: SITE TBD [healthcare, education, low-cost 
 housing, or other] 
 
11 NOV 13 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: possible guest speaker Samara Swanston, 
 legal activist and counsel to the NYC Office of  
 sustainable design regulation: how far does it reach?  international issues: the race for economic parity vs 
 global warming; Kyoto Treaty and others;  national issues: public vs private land use; US Corps of 
 Engineers and flood conrol; Gulf coast and the Mississippi watershed; local issues: urban waste and 
 offshore dumping; exploring the regulators & enforcers: ?how effective are they? EPA, OSHA, codes, etc. 
 responsibilities of design/build professions: certification, licensing, education, conferences, etc.;  
    
12 NOV 20 NO CLASS; GREENBUILD 2008 CONFERENCE IN BOSTON NOV. 18-22 
 Those students attending conference will be given course credit and opportunity to use attendance and 
 conference report for final; those not attending will work on  final presentation topics of their choice 
    
13 NOV 27 NO CLASS; THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
14 DEC 4  FIELD TRIP: ON CAMPUS:  Pratt Center for Community Development  
 Joan Byron, Director: discussion of local and New York City projects OR visit to a “green” interior 
 design firm,tbd [e.g.,Cook + Fox / Bank of America Tower; Gensler, etc]: discussion with architects and 
 designers about how they worked on certification of their L.E.E.D. projects 
 
15 DEC 11 CLASSES IN INTERIORS SUSPENDED FOR REVIEW WEEK 
  
16   DEC  18 FINAL CLASS PRESENTATIONS [Powerpoint] & discussions 
 INVITED GUESTS; a celebration and evaluation in class of what we have learned 
 
 
 


