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Overview

Thiscourseexamines the unique nature of energy use and planning in urban areas. Asthehometo
significant — and ever growing — rates of energy consumption, urban areas arelogical candidatesfor
energy planning efforts. Thiscourseisdesigned to introduce studentsto key issues associated with local
energy planning: how citiesuse energy; the sources of thisenergy, what aternativesexist, and the
delivery systemsthat get energy to cities; theinstitutional, market, and regul atory environment in which
urbanpolicymakers operate; and what steps cities are taking to better manage their energy use. Thefact
that many cities have alimited capacity to act is animportant focus of this course, asit hel ps us better
understand why local policiesare shaped a certain way, and why cities often develop dramatically
different strategiesfor influencing local energy use.

CourseReguirements

Thisclasswill includereadings, lecture, and classdiscussion. Students are expected to completeall
assigned readings and participatein classdiscussions. Thefirst part of classwill betaken up discussing
different articlestheinstructor will email you afew daysprior to class, the readings assigned for that
class, and any other urban energy related issuesyou wishtoraisein class.

Assessment: Studentswill be expected to write a5-7-page paper on an urban energy topic assigned by
the professor. Guidelinesfor this paper will be distributed at the second class (April 17'%). 70%of a
student’ sgrade will be based on thisfinal paper; 30% will befor the quality of your contribution to the
classdiscussion.

Course Topicsand Reading Assignments

The courserelieson avariety of books and academic articles, published reportsfrom government
agenciesand NGOs, etc.  The books can be found onreserveinlibrary. The mgjority of the
reportg/articleswill be made available for download (in PDF format) from the professor’ swebsiteat:
www.mesacosa.com. (Look for the button on the |eft side of the page that says Pratt EM S 621 — thiswill
take you to the page which includes al of the downloadable articles. CAUTION — some of thesefilesare
quitelarge, and you are advised to download them from alocation with ahigh-speed internet link.)

Inaddition, | may periodically distribute articlesin class or notify you of web-linksto related articles of
relevance to the course.
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